
Marconi SC Keelboat Championships 2021 

Sunday 29th August 

NOTICE OF RACE 1.  

1. THE EVENT 

1.1 The Marconi Sailing Club 2021 Keelboat Championships will take place on Sunday 29th August 

2021 at Marconi Sailing Club and will be sailed in the clubs fleet of SB20’s. Racing will follow the 

format of The British Keelboat League (BKL). 

1.2 The Organising Authority is the Marconi Sailing Club.  

1.3 Sailing Programme 

a. Race office opens from 0930 in the club marque. 

b. Registration will be from 0930 until 1000 unless extended by the organising authority. 

c. The briefing will be at 1000 in the marque. Attendance by all crews is mandatory, fully dressed in 

sailing kit and ready to go afloat. 

d. The time of the warning signal for the first race will be 1200 hrs. 

e. The time of the last warning signal will be 1700 hrs.  

2. RULES  

2.1 The Series will be governed by : 

2.1.1 the RRS (including Appendix U));  

2.1.2 the byelaws of Marconi Sailing Club. The bylaws can be seen in the club members handbook. 

The most relevant of those bylaws are set out in Addendum 1 of this Notice; and  

2.1.3 rules for the handling of boats, which will be set out in the Sailing Instructions.  

2.2 All races will be umpired.  

2.3 The right of appeal will be denied in accordance with RRS 70.5 (a).  

2.4 RRS 14 shall apply to all boats at all times whether racing or not.  

2.5 Racing will commence just after low water. The Sailing Instructions will contain provisions 

requiring boats to keep in the deep water channel whilst navigating to the racing area, and 

remaining within the boundaries of the race area in order to avoid grounding. 

2.6 The Sailing Instructions will also contain provisions providing for penalties to be taken differing 

from the provisions in Appendix D, but providing for lesser penalties when taken voluntarily by 

competitors than those imposed by the umpires.  

3. ENTRY  

3.1 A team shall comprise crews for SB20s where over 50% of the crew per team, have previously 

sailed SB20s.  



3.2 Each boat crew may consist of any gender, be 3 or 4 in crew numbers and each crew must be 

over 14 years of age. There are no weight requirements. 

3.3 Communication between the organising authority and participants shall be conducted primarily 

by e-mail, the club weekly newsletter and the club website 

3.4 In the case of the event being cancelled in the days leading up to the event, a notice will be 

posted on the club website and each team captain (or parent of team captain if captain is under 18 

years) will be contacted by email. 

4. RISK STATEMENT  

4.1 Rule 4 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate 

in a race or to continue racing is hers alone”.  

4.2 Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore involves an element of risk. All those 

taking part should be fully aware and conscious of the actual and potential risks involved in active 

watersports, including drowning, hypothermia and other physical injuries including head injuries.  

4.3 They should be especially aware of the particular risks in BKL style racing where boats are 

manoeuvred in close proximity and where the actions of other competitors, the action or inaction of 

the organisers, the umpires and drivers of other escort craft can also endanger their safety.  

4.4 By taking part in the event, each and every competitor agree and acknowledge that: (i) they are 

aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility for the 

exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking part in the 

event; (ii) they are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other 

property whether afloat or ashore; (iii) they accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to 

the extent caused by their own actions or omissions; (iv) they have checked that their boat is in good 

order, equipped to sail in the event; (v) they have checked that they and their fellow crew members 

are fit to participate; (vi) the provision of a race management team, patrol boats, umpires and other 

officials and volunteers by the organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities; (vii) the 

provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme weather 

conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances.  

5. SAFETY  

5.1 A 50N CE personal flotation device (PFD) for each member of the teams shall be worn at all times 

when afloat, including when walking on the pontoons. 

5.2 All participants must abide by the safety considerations detailed in the clubs Bylelaws and it’s 

codes of practices. 

6. FORMAT  

6.1 The event will include as many races as are possible within the day and will be scored using a 

high points scoring system.  

6.2 The course will be a 15 minute windward/leeward layout as used in the British Keelboat League.  

6.3 Teams will change boats throughout the series.  

7. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  

7.1 The Sailing Instructions will be available in due course on the Marconi SC website  



7.2 The schedule of races will be distributed at the 1000 hrs briefing.  

8. REGISTRATION & BRIEFING.  

8.1 All crew members of teams must attend the registration and briefing in the club marque at 

10:00hrs.  

8.2 Registration will be from 0930 until 1000 unless extended by the organising authority. 

8.3 The briefing will be at 1000 in the marque. Attendance by all crews is mandatory, fully dressed in 

sailing kit and ready to go afloat. 

9. PRIZES & PRIZEGIVING  

9.1. Prizegiving will be held shortly after completion of racing on Sunday 29th August.  

9.2 The Osea Cup will be presented to the overall winners of the event and will be retained for 12 

months or until the next Keelboat Championships are held. 

9.3 The Keelboat Cup will be presented to the highest scoring team of young sailors. The organising 

authority reserves the right to determine the definition of ‘young sailors’ and will make this known 

to the competing teams at the briefing. 

9.4 In the event of a young sailor team winning the event overall, Keelboat Cup will be awarded to 

the next highest scoring young sailor team. 

9.5 The Osea Cup and the Keelboat Cup will remain the property of the Marconi Sailing Club. 



Marconi SC Keelboat Championships 2021 

Sunday 29th August 

Sailing Instructions 

1. RULES 

1.1 These sailing instruction change RRS 26, 29.1, 33, 35, 49.1, 60.1(b), 62, 62.1, 63.1, A4, A5 and 

Race Signals. 

1.2 Attachments L and U also make part of the changes to RRS 

2. RACE SIGNALS & VHF COMMUNICATION 

2.1 The committee boat will be anchored at the starboard end of the start line and will be indicated 

by a Marconi Sailing Club flag flying from it’s mast. Should the start line need to be moved during the 

event, the flag may be transferred to a different boat that will then become the committee boat. 

2.2 The committee boat will NOT use flags to indicate the start sequence. 

2.3 The committee boat will use VHF Channel M2 / P4 to broadcast the start sequence and to 

indicate OCS of those boats starting. 

2.4 Each team shall provide it’s own handheld VHF capable of transmitting and receiving on VHF 

Channel M2 / P4 which should be worn and operated by a single member of the team. 

2.5 Failure to hear the communications from the committee boat will not be grounds for redress. 

3. SAFETY 

3.1 Participants will abide by the Safety requirements indicated in points 4 and 5 of the NOR. 

 

6. SAIL COMBINATION 

6.1 The race committee will communicate to the fleet prior to the start of a race the sail 

combinations that are to be used. Where a spinnaker is NOT to be used for a race this will be 



communicated as, ‘This is a White Sail race’. Where spinnakers are to be permitted this will be 

communicated as. ‘This is a Spinnaker race’. 

 

7. COURSES AND MARKS 

7.1 The course to sail for each race will be as shown in this illustration. 

7.2 W = Windward mark. 

7.3 L = Leeward mark. 

7.4 Course leaving W and L to port. 

Start – W – L – W – Finish 

7.5 There may be multiple windward marks laid in the course area, the 

colours and shapes of these marks will be communicated by the committee 

boat on VHF Channel M2 / P4 prior to commencing of the first start. 

7.6 Prior to each race the committee boat will indicate which windward 

mark should be used. 

 

8. START 

8.1 The start line will be a line between the port end mark buoy and the 

mast of the committee boat indicated by the Marconi Sailing Club flag flying 

from the mast. 

8.2 The number of the next race and the windward mark to be used will be 

broadcast prior to the starting sequence. 

8.3 The starting sequence will be broadcast on VHF Channel M2 / P4 and will use 3 minutes, 2 

minutes, 1 minute, GO. 

8.4 A 10 second countdown will be used to the 3 minute time. 

8.4 A 10 second countdown will be used to the GO time. 

8.5 A 5 second countdown may be used to the 2 minute and 1 minute time. 

9. FINISH 

9.1 The finish line will be a line between the port end mark buoy and the mast of the committee 

boat indicated by the Marconi Sailing Club flag flying from the mast. 

9.2 The time limit for any race will be 25 minutes. The target time for any race will be 15 minutes. 

9.3 Boats that are still racing 2 minutes after the second boat has finished can be scored by the 

committee as finishing in the position that they are in at that time. When this is done the committee 

will indicate this on the VHF Channel and all boats will be considered as having completed the race 

and should move immediately to the pre-start area in preparation for the next race. 

10. BREAKDOWNS 



10.1 Crews are responsible for checking that their boat is in a safe and seaworthy condition to race, 

prior to each race. 

10.2 Before the warning signal of a race, and within 2 minutes of boarding a new boat, teams should 

indicate using the VHF Channel, that their boat is subject to a breakdown. 

10.3 The time allowed to repair a broken-down boat will be at the discretion of the committee. 

10.4 After the warning signal for any race, the race will not be postponed or abandoned due to 

break-down of a boat. 

10.5 The break-down of a boat that cannot be repaired within the available time which prevents a 

team from sailing in a race will not be grounds for redress. 

10.6 In the event that a boat cannot be repaired and therefore cannot be sailed in the remaining 

races, and requires teams to sail fewer races that the other teams, then the event will be scored on 

average points scored for the races sailed by the teams. 

11. OBSTRUCTIONS 

11.1 The following are defined as obstructions: 

(a) The areas of the Marconi moorings, Stone Moorings and boats moored in the Osea Island 

mooring area inside of the 8 knot speed limit buoys. 

12. RACE AREA 

12.1 The race area to be used will be communicated at the briefing 

12.2 Likely race areas include: Steeple Bay, St Lawrence Bay, An area between Marconi race mark S, 

the 8 knot speed limit buoys off Osea Island and Marconi navigation buoy. 

12.3 The race area may move during the day 

13. FOOD DRINKS AND HOSPITALITY 

13.1 Crews should take sufficient, food and drinks afloat with them to sustain them for a full day of 

sailing. 

13.2 Each Team should provide a single bag, into which the whole teams food can be stored. The 

logistics of having a single bag for every crew member will prove problematic to manage given the 

number of bags that this would amount to. 

13.3 A hospitality vessel will be at anchor in close proximity to the race area on which the teams 

food bag will be stored. When teams are scheduled to be ‘not sailing’, the ribs will transfer the team 

to the hospitality vessel where they will be able to access their food and make use of the toilets 

onboard the hospitality vessel. 

13.4 Unless for safety reasons, crews will not be returned to the Marconi club until racing has been 

completed. 



Marconi SC Keelboat Championships 2021 

Sunday 29th August 

Attachment L : Boat Handling Rules 

 

 

 

 

  



Marconi SC Keelboat Championships 2021 

Sunday 29th August 

Attachment U : Umpired Fleet Racing 

 

  



 

U5. Umpire Signals 

U5.1 An umpire will signal a decision as follows: 

(a) The umpire boat will come close to the boats involved in the protest and hail their decision whilst 

pointing to the boat that the verbal decision is being communicated to. 

(b) The umpire boat may re-position itself so that it comes within hailing distance of each boat that it 

is communicating with. 

(c) The umpire boat will NOT display flags. 

(d) The umpire boat may transmit their decision on VHF Channel (M2 / P4) 

U5.2 Imposed Penalties 

(a) A boat penalized under rule U5.1(a) shall take a two turn penalty in accordance with rule 44.2 

(b) A boat disqualified under rule U5.1(a) shall promptly remove itself from the race course area. 

  



 

 


